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change in the name of the country. Now, we know from the
united testimony of Strabo, Diodorus, and Curtius, that the
Indian king who presented Alexander with these fighting dogs
was Sophites, and he, therefore, must have been the king of
Albania. For this name I propose to read Labania, by the simple
transposition of the first two letters* AABA$ would, there-
fore, become AABAN which at once suggests Sanskrit word
tavana, or 'salt/ as the original of this hitherto puzzling name*
The mountain itself is named Qromenus by Pliny,1 who note
that the kings of the country derived a greater revenue from
the rock salt than from either gold or pearls. This name is
probably intended for the Sanskrit Raumaka, which, according
to the Pandits, is the name of the salt brought from the hill
country of Ruma. H. H. Wilson, however, identifies Ruma
with Sambhar* and as rauma means "salt," it is probable
that the term may have been applied to the Sdmbhar lake
in Rajputana, as well as to the Salt Range of hills in the
Panjib.3

The historians of Alexander have preserved several curious
particulars regarding Sophites and the country and people
over which he ruled. Of the king himself, Curtius* records
that he was preeminent amongst the barbarians for beauty;
and Diodorus5 adds, that he was six feet in height. I possess
a coin of fine Greek workmanship, bearing a helmeted head on
one side, and on the reverse a cock standing, with the legend
SQQYTOY, which, there seems good reason to believe, must
have belonged to this Indian prince. The face is remarkable
for its very striking and peculiar features. The subjects of
Sophites also were distinguished by personal beauty, which,
according to Diodorus, they endeavoured to preserve, by

1.   Hist. Nat., xxxL   39.   "Sunt   et monies nativi sails, ut in
ladis Oromenus."
2.   See his Sanskrit Dictionary in wee*   Ruma, Rauma, Raumaka,
3.   See Maps Nos. V. and VI.
4*   Vita Alex., ix. 1.
5.  Hist., xvii. 49.